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MUSICAL COMMENTS.

THE ORGANIST OF WESTMINSTER ABBEY

HOW THAYER DIED-STIRIES OF
Tr B CCTOGENARIAN VERDI
Tiil: DONIZETTI EX
HIBUTION

g of The ¢ 1 oinetdents of Queen Vie-
Jaatatlie i= the knighting of
| ' of Wiostinunster Abbey, who
i ' il teo b known as 8Sir Froderick
Bridee by the world at large, without losing, we
rre =ure, the sobriguet of “Waoestminster Bridge,"

which is habitually applicd to him by his fr fends
in. England. There not any
or pulitical honors for Sir Fredetiok to acgulre,
and it is a pleasant reflection for any one who
I krnow how much good there js
in English mogieal seholarslidps, and frank
tuncotventions! enopgh to aceord it acknow ledg.

are mere soclal

vige onongh to
el
et

amd praise, to abserve how long, patiently

aned woll e s worked for his present eminent
posithin,  He is now nearly ity -three yvears old,
having beon born at oddbury, near Birmingham
o Decembet 50150 When he was six yoars olil,

where his father bocpnn
went into the cathuedral as
It = a leng ery from ohorister

hi went to IRoctester,
viciar-choral, ano he
proctising oy,
to Westminster Alibey arganist, Doctor of Music,

Greaham professor and kndght but eidge pat
his Toot on every steps of the way, s wie note
frovn an Interesting Mustrated sketoh of him

i The August number of “The Muosical Times."

Not opie step was missed,  He even blew the or-
gan for the practioe work of s fellow chorister,
and when the | roinow Do Armes, organist

of Prarmam Cathedraly took Bim with him on' the
crin bench 1t wag to have him push in or pull
out the pedal couples on a signal. His earlier
posts as parish organist were at Shorne, Strood
it Windser, while at the last place he touk his
bvealauregte at oxford, He
dinlst of Manchestor Cathedral,
atid hield the post for six yeaes from 1869, within
o el periond e took of Trwetor of
AT sl IS5 Lie rinanent Jdeputy
vaast af . Westminster Abbey, becoming or-
on the death of Mre James Turle, in 1882
has boen appomnted professor of
prmony and counterpolnt in the Royal Colloge
=f Musie, Giresham prafessor of musie NI gl

dogree in musie
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NEW-YORK TRIBUNE

thelr distinetive and distinguished institutions,
It is feared, however, that conditions have
changed, and the opera will no longer have a
home among them.

For many years there were enough gentle-
men of means who were music-lovers to form
an association for the maintenance of the Froncl

opera In New-Orleans. They suaranteed al
financial deficiencies and divided the losses
among themselves.  They did this when the

population of the city was much smaller anil

when disadvantuges were greater.  But soms
haze died. others have beoome Impoverished, and
others have moved away., Fewer and fower

have been found to take their ploces, and so the
sonditions that made the French opera an insti
rutton here are changing, Times chanee and
men change with them, and It f= too much to
expect that the events of the paat can eve
ngiin beeome realities

The Milanese publishers, Ricordl & o, sent
a4 notable oxhibit ta the recont Donjzetti vxhli-

hitfon in Dergamoa. Tt embraced the nriginal
| grores of “Lucrezia Dorgin' “Don Pasiquale,”
«Anna DBolena?” “Belisario” "1 Furioso all

Tenln di 8 Domingo,” and “Torquato Tassn,™ be-
¢ides the printed planotorte and voral scores of
the whnle of Donizetti's operas.  Noteworthy,

tae, 18 the manuseript text of the comie opera |

Camparnello” written in Daonlzetti’s own
hand: In this Instancs he was his own librettist,
and the opera was produced at N iples in 1S06G,
with the celebrated Ronconl (then a young man
of twenty-six) in the principal part, On one of
the wills were displayed the original sketches
seemery and costumes of the posthutnos
I Puca d'Alba,’ written for the Girand

for the
aperik
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1t was written and composed by the Rr:nndlrllrle
Monk, Pater George Clement Clarke.

Here 1s a small budgec of foreign items: The
great and only Chevaller de Kontski has heen
piving vconeerts  in Eastern siberia.....- The
house in which Orlando di Lasso lived in Munich
1740 has been torn down, but 2
by A

from 17

record of the site will he preserved ]
memorial tablet to he aflixed to the building
erecting on the place Kistner, in Lelpsie,

has published four new s=ongs withont aceom-
paniment for mixed by Dwvordik. They
are said to he extremely original and heautiful.

...8ir Arthur Sullivan has heen decorated by
his Queen with the Order of Vietorla. R
soelety which purchas:d the Beethoven house in

violores

Bonn, so that It might he preserved as @
museum, has offered three prlzes amounting
to 2000 marks (830 for the best plees of

chamber musie composed by muslélans born he
fore 1876, he for strings
atone, one for pianoforte and striugs, one for
wind instruments alone or In eambination with
planoforte or strings. Score and parts are to
vy sent to Dro Joachim, No, 17 Bendlerstrasse,
Porlin, befwe Docember 17, 1897 The judges
are to be Des Joachem, Professor von Herzogen-
berg, Rheinberger, Relnecke; Dr. Wolff (Bonn
and Dr. Mandyezewski (Vieana)......Fellx Drae
deke I8 said to be at work upon an oratorio in
three parts, entitled “Christus™......A new “Re-
quivm’ by Do 0 Villiers Stanford will be per
tformed at the Birmingham festival on October
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Fie roet ent continge
Mr 1 shicg inslde and sidd ta the au
Finrprats vt diien, von mst exey :
VIEA e [} It o stranger o towr, bt wil
vrrie boid s e whint 8 rhe megonine of the
! inaract vhich you have all u 1 S
nkight ™
Whv, that's the name of our tiewspoper,”
e boaly =ntoke up
"t sadd Mre Drrew, U1 see now. 1 am sorry
too dl=apgeoint vinl, but as there {8 nobody hepe
e $ thore will be o show to-night
Good evening.”

A FRIEND OF TOLsSTQ| -

M. TCHERTKOFF ON THE RUSSIAN RE-
FORMER'S PRIVATE LIFE
From The London Dailly News,

The roam in which our Interview took
was plaltily that ol an ascetie. The house
in its own grounds, in one of the prettiesg
of Croydon, But the inside was very dig,
from the conventional interiors of ity neigh
The stalrs were carpetioss, and the room Wherg
we st wis monkish in s simpliclty, An irog
tewd oceupled one corner, the Hoor Wik ug.
covered, even by & rug. The few arilcles of tur.
niture were all of the pladnest wood unpuinteg
and unvarnished. XNear the window were twe
hig deal tables containing in orderly array 5
number of Russian and  English  books and
papers. Before one of the tables sat M, Tehery,
koff, a tall, bearded, young looking man, attireq
in a shapeless moufik’s smock, yet with the in
removitble stamp of the Kussian a tocrat u
him. Some membors of our Fo Uil wiy
remember M. T cntkoff a= a hrilllant gnd fash.
tonable young otileer of the Russian Guards, whe
spent some time in London elghtven yonrg
as a member of the suite of Kis uncle, Coupy
Schouvalofl, who was then Russian \"-Iupr

here. 8inece that time his 1fe s greatly al.
tered, Like another of his uncles M Pagop,
koff, the leader of the Russ<ian Fuvancelicals, pe
tired of fashion and society, resigned nis cop,.
migsion and threw In his 1ot with (e pog
Finding in Tolstoi one of like mind became
his helper, working ardently T sprcad e
knowledge of, and to prove the prace ity of,

the Christian teaching as exprossod [lstoiy

writings. Hecently, in conssquence of and ¢
an endeavor he made to induce the v oing BEm.
| peror to check the persecuting zeal of W Pobee
| donostsetf, the reformer was exiled fron Russy,
| hence his presence in Crovdon.
“What truth Is there, M. Tchertkof,” | asked,
“in the rumors that have recently oo clpgge

lated that the Czar intends to exile T e

“The rumors are not apparently teus id they
| have probably arigsen because procesdio o8 hayve
been taken against some of Tolstol's friendy
But the Emperor has no intention of ox  ng Tol.
gtol himself, probably thinking that if 5 were
done it would immensely increase b fluency
land lead peaple ta look on him as nartyr,
| Tolstol has requested the authoritles © procesd
against him. His books, as yvou proos know,
are not allowed to be openly circualat. n Rus-
|5Ia. although they are largely read  oere |y
| manuscript and in printed coples that o - smug.
gled in Some time ago a workingning one of
the large Hussian towns wrote to T |, ask.
Ing where he could see coples of ¢ of hig
works, When the warkingman had 1 third
letter of inquiry Tulstol remembered th n that
tywn there was & young woman phy i not
a revolutionist by any means, but ! had
some ooples of his worka He wrote ¢ man,
telling him that If he called an th I she
wigld probably he ahle to =show hat he
wanted, T letter wog apened " he
| fore it roached the [l ¥ A hep
nand threw her into priso « nin
prison hefare far a short tir noar i an.
her Kind . ror on the par: of ATT.
ment, and g of 8w 1o ruony
temparnment worime Hysterieal, ' hue
herself acalnst the walls of her ! wag
hranght! almost th v piiint £ mods m!"
having previousty he the ecase “nleto]
napaclalle anxlous far her n twa
| of the Ministers, askir WA hiy
hoaks shoyld be punis Ithay
| nf the honks wae allowsd tn gn fr 7 hig
| honks wors regarded as harmfa ¥ 'h’.]
| ot hiler But the authorith vie ne
T
alLxlols PRIVATE LI
It = ies sald, M. Tehert ol Tils
LA S iregelling simy cerLy,

most luxury
| know the rumor, for it
all over Russia. Buot to un
you must be acqualnted with To
vate and intimate affairs, He i3
a married man; he married when
very differently on social questions
does now, and his wile dies not at a
social views., He prefers simplicity
that 1t would be unjust for him to
By to lve in the way that he
handed the bulk of h £y
many years ago, but #ven if he had not
she could. if she wished
from the authoritles an
wife 1 nta her hou
if Russinns of her olnss
lnxury 1s abhorrent and
personal share in It, and 11
g of his wife; altho
talle, on which there are many
himaslf to his awr
s he does svervihine for hims
hiz= own room, and empl
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